Addendum to the submission of WHO on the updated method on universal health service coverage (3.8.1) for SDG global monitoring 

This note provides some clarifications to the Tier reclassification summary and the Metadata documents submitted by the World Health Organization to the IAEG in anticipation of the Web consultation scheduled for 17 January 2019.

WHO requested the IAEG-SDGs to review its updated method for the global monitoring of the universal health service coverage indicator: SDG3.8.1. WHO presented the case at its 8th meeting in Stockholm Sweden on 7th November 2018. The update to the methodology was motivated by the need to better capture the ambition of the SDG target 3.8 to ‘achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all’. In order to embed the quality aspects of service coverage, i.e., are people who need health interventions receiving them with sufficient quality to improve their health, in indicator 3.8.1, the health sector, led by the WHO as the custodian of this indicator, updated the method. The updated method has incorporated 31 tracer indicators following the WHO and World Bank framework and has put equity at its centre through a life-course (age and sex distribution) approach. The updated method will track progress over time across a range of services (promotion to palliation) in a consistent manner towards the achievement of UHC as the population structure changes and disease burden evolves in countries.  

The 2017 UHC index included 14 indicators with data availability ranging between 89 to 193 countries. The updated index includes 31 tracer indicators with greater data availability due to the greater alignment with other related SDG3 indicators. Twenty-one of these indicators are closely associated with SDG3 Tier I indicators as indicated in the associated files. Twenty-five of these also meet Tier I criteria of data availability from at least 50% of the countries, as well as covering at least 50% of the global population. The remaining six indicators also have data availability with coverage of 50% of the world’s population.  

As demonstrated in the documents submitted to IAEG-SDGs, based on the current status of the UHC service coverage indicators, WHO is ready to report on this indicator to help countries identify their service coverage status not only in an overall index, but also the distribution of the underlying indicators so that countries can take appropriate action for effective and targeted interventions and plan for progressive realisation.  

Eight additional indicators are identified by the health sector as important measures of quality service coverage. While the measurement methodology for these indicators has been clearly identified by WHO and its partners, due to lack of data currently, they are considered ‘aspirational’, and not part of the updated index. They are left to countries to choose based on the context of the country and availability of data in-country.  

The attached two excel files show the 31-indicator index, as well as the aspirational set of indicators for future consideration respectively. 
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WHO is engaged with Member States to strengthen national data systems to fill data gaps in partnership with national statistical systems and expects to make rapid improvements towards this goal. 
